
Types of Wetlands 

 

Introduction  

  

 A wetland is essentially land that is covered with water or land that has enough 

water near the surface so that it is waterlogged or moist enough to support aquatic plants.  

Water levels on wetlands may fluctuate throughout the year depending on seasonal 

precipitation and evaporation.  Vegetation in wetlands is highly dependant on soil 

conditions, salinity, hydrologic setting, and wave energy.  There are five major types of 

wetlands, which are divided according to hydrology, soil type, and plant types.   

 Wetlands are great sources of biodiversity with a wide range of animal and plant 

life.  The soils and water within a wetland are often mineral rich and are regarded as a 

valuable resource.  Wetlands are also responsible for purification of water and provide us 

with a variety of goods.   

 This activity provides students the opportunity to explore in-depth a specific 

wetland area.  Students will locate and identify wetland areas.  They will also classify 

wetlands according to hydrology, botany, and geology.   Students will explain the 

ecosystem and outline the primary functions of wetlands. They will also hypothesize the 

effect on the ecosystem if major or minor changes are made due to human influence.  

Students will also analyze the restoration efforts and their impact on wetlands.  Finally, 

students will create a poster, PowerPoint, brochure, or other presentation form in order to 

persuade the local community to support restoration and conservation efforts.   

 

Potential Wetlands to Examine 

 The Everglades 

 Okefenokee Swamp 

 Magee Marsh Wildlife Area 

 Pickerel Creek Wildlife Area 

 Spring Valley Wildlife Area 

 Grand River Wildlife Area 

 Killbuck Marsh Wildlife Area 

 Big Island Wildlife Area 

 Little Scioto Wetlands 

 Pearson Wetlands 

 Slate Run Wetlands 

 Other wetlands of student’s choice 

  

 Students will work in groups of two to three to research their wetland and create 

the presentation.   

 

Questions to Answer to Help Complete Assignment 

 Find and locate your wetland.  Research information on the different kinds of 

wetlands.  

 What are the major functions of wetlands? 

 Are they saltwater, freshwater or a mixture of both? 

 Are there dry periods and flood periods, or is there water all year? 



 What animals are dependent upon the different wetlands? 

 What kind of plant life inhabits the different wetlands and their surrounding 

areas? 

Do people live near the wetlands?  Do they live in harmony with the natural 

ecosystems? 

 What is being done to preserve our wetlands? 

 Is anything being done locally that you could help out on? 

 

Possible web resources 

 

www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/science/readlist.html 

http://forest.mtu.edu/classes/fw4220/wetlands/deq-water-wetlands-idmanualchap2.pdf 

www.ohiowetlands.org 
www.botgard.ucla.edu/html/botanytextbooks/worldvegetation/marinewetlands/index.html 

www.wetlands.utoledo.edu/Pages/Ohiowet.html 

www.dnr.state.oh.us/wildlife/Resources/wetlands/wetlands.htm 

www.fws.gov/okefenokee 

www.nps.gov/ever 

www.blackswamp.org 

www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/wetlands/WetlandEcologySection.html 

www.nwrc.usgs.gov/about/web/wtlndeco.htm 

www.wetland.org/educ_procourses.htm 

http://water.usgs.gov/nwsum/WSP2425/hydrology.html 

 

 

Suggested Assessment 

 

Create a rubric based on stated objectives.  Also consider district/state content standards 

as well as individual teacher preferences when creating the rubric.   


