
WORKING IT:   

Radiation Therapist 
 

 

Grades 9 to10 

Benchmark D: Recognize 

that scientific literacy is part 

of being a knowledgeable 

citizen.   

Grade Level Indicator: 

Investigate how the 

knowledge, skills and interests 

learned in science classes 

apply to careers students 

plan to pursue. 

 

Grades 11 to 12 

Benchmark C:  Explain how 

societal issues and 

considerations affect the 

progress of science and 

technology. 

Grade Level Indicator: 

Research the role of science 

and technology in careers 

that students plan to pursue. 

 

 

Teacher Information: 
 

Monica Fullenkamp is the Lead Radiation Therapist at the Stefanie Spielman 

Comprehensive Breast Center.  The best part of her job, she says, is working with 

patients and applying the interdisciplinary approach in therapy. She holds a 

Master of Science degree in Radiologic Sciences.  She explains, however, that 

those going into the field may study toward a four-year bachelor’s degree; an 

associate’s degree; or a certificate in radiation therapy.  All radiation therapists 

are required to register with the American Registry of Radiation Technologists. 

Many states also require a state license.  

 

 

Materials needed for each group or student: 

Task Card 1 
 

 

 



Task Card 1     Name: __________________________________ 

To prepare for a career in radiation therapy, a student has 

several options including a 12-month certificate program; a 

two-year associate’s degree program or a four-year 

bachelor’s degree.  Review pros and cons for each of these 

options taking into consideration the hiring prospects; work 

environment—places of employment or employers; pay 

scale; and paths to advancement. 

 
Program Pro Con 

12-month Certificate 

 

Hiring Prospect 

 

Work Environment 

 

Pay Scale 

 

Paths to Advancement 

 

  

2-year Associate Degree  

 

Hiring Prospect 

 

Work Environment 

 

Pay Scale 

 

Paths to Advancement 

 

  

Bachelor’s Degree 

 

Hiring Prospect 

 

Work Environment 

 

Pay Scale 

 

Paths to Advancement 

 

  



 

 

 

Task Card 1  

 

Teacher Rubric 

 

2 pts. 

 

Student response includes analyses of the 

advantages and disadvantages of each of 

the academic and training options for a 

radiation therapist. 

1 pt. Student response includes some 

examination of the pros and cons of each 

option but does not include sufficient 

details. 

O pts. Student response does not reveal an 

appreciation of the advantages and 

disadvantages of conventional 

educational paths toward a career in 

radiation therapy. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


